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Welcome 
 
On numerous occasions the worshipers of God have found themselves asking 
profound questions about what it is to worship God in difficult and strange 
circumstances. In Psalm 137 the exiled Israelites find themselves being taunted 
by their captors the Baylonians — “Sing us a song of Zion” they taunted. “How 
can we sing a song in a strange land?” they respond. 
In many ways we are no different from those Babylonians 2700 years ago.  
 
We are in a strange land. We are a Church who at the moment cannot come 
to church. How can we sing the Lord’s Song when we are worried and 
anxious, when we have no idea how long we will be exiled from the normal 
world of Cafés, Schools and our usual working practices? 
 
As with the exiled Israelites in Babylon, we will discover news ways of worship, 
new insights on the boundlessness of God. New ways of being the Body of 
Christ whose commonality is not focussed around a building but around desire 
to love and serve God and one another. 
 
Our online service has had to become our new way of worshiping. We are 
rapidly coming to terms with the new technology but please bear with us as 
we all learn together. Whilst we cannot meet collectively within the confines 
of Town Church and St. John’s, let us show that our common faith in Christ 
transcends the boundaries of walls and buildings which then allows us to be the 
Corporate Body of Christ wherever we are. 
 
 
Before the Service 
Before the service begins you might like to find time for your own private 
prayers.   The following prayer might be helpful: 
 

Loving God,  
open my ears to your truth, 

my eyes to your wonder,  
my hands to your love, 

and my heart to your compassion. Amen 
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¶ The Gathering 

 
    

 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry. 

 O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 

 with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 

 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 In lowly pomp ride on to die: 

 O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 

 o'er captive death and conquered sin. 

 

 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 the angel armies of the sky 

 look down with sad and wondering eyes 

 to see the approaching sacrifice. 

 

 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 The last and fiercest strife is nigh: 

 the Father on his sapphire throne 

 awaits his own anointed Son. 

 

  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 in lowly pomp ride on to die; 

 bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 

 then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 
 

 
Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868) 
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The Greeting 

 

 In the name of the Father,  

 and of the Son,  

 and of the Holy Spirit 

All  Amen 

 

 The president greets the people 

 

The Lord be with you. 

All  and also with you. 

 

 Words of welcome and introduction will be added. 

 

Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have  

 been preparing by works of love and self-sacrifice for the 
celebration of our Lord's death and resurrection.   

Today we join together wherever we are  

to begin this solemn celebration in union with the 

Church throughout the world.   

  

Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our 

 Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again.   

 Let us go with him in faith and love, so that,   

 united with him in his sufferings,  

 we may share his risen life. 

 

  The people hold up their palms while this prayer is said. 
 

 God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ  

 entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die,  

 let these crosses be for us signs of his victory;  

 and grant that we who bear them in his name  

 may ever hail him as our King,  

 and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life;  

 who lives and reigns with you  

 and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.   

All   Amen. 
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The Collect 
 

 The President introduces a period of silent prayer   

 

  Let us pray. 

 

 The president says the Collect 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race 

sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to take upon him our flesh 

and suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example  

of his patience and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ who is alive and reigns with you   
and the Holy Spirit,  

one God now and for ever.  

All Amen. 
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New Testament Reading 
   Philippians 2.5-11 

 

A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians 

 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 

   as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

   taking the form of a slave, 

   being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of death— 

   even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 

   that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

   every knee should bend, 

   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

   to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 This is the word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

Music 
 

 Hosanna to the Son of David 

 Music by Thomas Weelkes 
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 Gospel Reading 
   Matthew 21.1-11 

  

  Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory 

 

Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 

even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him 

and given him the name that is above every name.  

All   Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory 
   

 The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ   

 according to Matthew 

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 

Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, 

and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 

with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says 

anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And 

he will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil 

what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

  

‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 

   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 

 

 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 

them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 

cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large 

crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  
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 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

 

 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 
asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the 

prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’   

  

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

             

 

Sermon 
  

 

   Affirmation of Faith 
 

 

All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  

 and the Virgin Mary and was made human. 

For our sake  

 he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried. 
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 On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

 to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 
 

   Prayers of Intercession 
 

 At the end of each bidding the following response is used 

 

 Lord, in your mercy 
All  hear our prayer 

 

 And at the end this ending is used. 

  

 Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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¶ The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

   The Peace 
  

 Once we were far off, 

but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought 

near through the shedding of Christ’s blood, 

for he is our peace. 

      

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 

   

   Preparation of the Table 

   Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

 A hymn is sung, the table is prepared and bread and wine  

 are placed upon it. 

 

 My song is love unknown, 

my Saviour's love to me, 

love to the loveless shown, 

that they might lovely be. 

O who am I,  

that for my sake 

my Lord should take 

frail flesh, and die? 

 

He came from his blest throne, 

salvation to bestow; 

but men made strange, and none 

the longed-for Christ would know. 

But O, my Friend, 

my Friend indeed, 

who at my need 
his life did spend. 
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Sometimes they strew his way, 

and his sweet praises sing; 

resounding all the day 

hosannas to their King. 

Then 'Crucify!'  

is all their breath, 

and for his death 

they thirst and cry. 

 

They rise, and needs will have  

my dear Lord made away; 

a murderer they save, 

the Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful he 

to suffering goes, 
that he his foes 

from thence might free. 

 

In life, no house, no home 

my Lord on earth might have; 

in death, no friendly tomb 

but what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

Heaven was his home; 

but mine the tomb 

wherein he lay. 

 

Here might I stay and sing: 

no story so divine; 

never was love, dear King, 

never was grief like thine! 

This is my Friend, 

in whose sweet praise 

I all my days 

could gladly spend. 
 

 
Samuel Crossman (1624-1684) 
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  Jesus, true vine and bread of life, 

 ever giving yourself that the world might live, 

 let us share your death and passion: 

 make us perfect in your love. 

All Amen. 
 
 The president takes the bread and the wine  
 

   

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord is here 

All God’s Spirit is with us 

 

 Lift up your hearts 

All We lift them to the Lord 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

All It is right to give thanks and praise 

 

It is indeed right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near 

the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden 

majesty. 

The power of the life-giving cross 

reveals the judgement that has come upon the world 

and the triumph of Christ crucified. 

He is the victim who dies no more, 

the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, 
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, 

exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, 

 for ever praising you and saying 
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All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command,  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  

these gifts of bread and wine  

may be to us his body and his blood; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you  

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious 

ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
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Jesus Christ is Lord 
 

All Lord, by your cross and resurrection  

 you have set us free.  

 You are the Saviour of the world.  

 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, and with him, and in him,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 
 

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

 Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 A short silence is kept 

 

 Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name; 

  thy kingdom come; 

  thy will be done; 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, 

  the power and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. 

   Amen. 

 

 

 

   Breaking of the Bread 

 

 The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ 

All Though we are many we are one body, 

Because we all share in one bread.  
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   Agnus Dei 
 

  We say the Agnus Dei  

 

All    Lamb of God, 

  you take away the sin of the world, 

  have mercy on us. 

   

  Lamb of God, 

  you take away the sin of the world, 

  have mercy on us. 

   

  Lamb of God, 

  you take away the sin of the world, 

 grant us peace. 

 

 

  Giving of Communion 
 

 The president says this invitation to communion 

  

 Jesus is the Lamb of God  

 who takes away the sin of the world.  

 Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

 but only say the word 

 And I shall be healed. 
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Receiving even though absent 

 

The Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if we offer 

ourselves in penitence and faith, giving thanks for the 

redemption won by Christ crucified, we may truly ‘eat and drink 

the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ’, although we cannot 

receive the sacrament physically in ourselves.  

 

Making a Spiritual Communion is particularly fitting for those 

who cannot receive the sacrament at the great feasts of the 

Church, and it fulfils the duty of receiving Holy Communion 

‘regularly, and especially at the festivals of Christmas, Easter 

and Whitsun or Pentecost’ (Canon B 15).     

 

In other words, when we cannot physically receive the 

sacrament, we  can receive it by faith. Today, through this 

worship, we express this common faith and we receive 

God’s grace through it 

 

  

 

 

 During communion you may wish to sing 

 

 O sacred head! sore wounded, 

with grief and pain weighed down, 

How scornfully surrounded 

with thorns, thy only crown! 

How pale art thou with anguish, 

with sore abuse and scorn! 

How does that visage languish, 

which once was bright as morn! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Thy grief and bitter passion 

were all for sinners' gain: 

mine, mine was the transgression, 

but thine the deadly pain: 

lo! here I fall, my Saviour; 

'tis I deserve thy place; 

look on me with thy favour, 

vouchsafe to me thy grace. 

  

What language shall I borrow 

to thank thee, dearest friend, 

for this, thy dying sorrow, 

thy pity without end? 

O make me thine for ever; 

and should I fainting be; 

Lord, let me never, never 

outlive my love to thee! 

  

 

 Be near me when I'm dying; 

O show thy cross to me; 

Thy death, my hopes supplying, 

from death shall set me free. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, 

from Jesus shall not move; 

for he who dies believing 

dies safely through thy love. 

 
Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153), Arnuf von Loewen 

(1200-1250), Paulus Gerhardt (1607-1676),  

 James Waddell Alexander (1804-1859),  

 Henry Williams Baker (1821-77) 

  



 

 

Prayer after Communion 

   

 The Post Communion prayer is said 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 

and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 

give us the mind to follow you 

and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen 

 

All  Faithful God, 

in baptism you have adopted us as your children, 

made us members of the body of Christ 

and chosen us as inheritors of your kingdom: 

we thank you that in this Eucharist 

you renew your promises within us, 

empower us by your Spirit to witness and to serve, 

and send us out as disciples of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

  

 The notices are given 
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Final Hymn 
  
 

Refrain 

All glory, laud and honour, 

To thee, Redeemer, King, 

To whom the lips of children 

Made sweet hosannas ring. 

 

Thou art the King of Israel, 

Thou David’s royal Son, 

Who in the Lord’s name comest, 

The King and blessèd one. Refrain 

 

The company of angels 

Are praising thee on high, 

And mortals, them and all things 

Created make reply.  Refrain 

 

The people of the Hebrews 

With palms before thee went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems 

Before thee we present. Refrain 

 

To thee, before thy passion, 

They sang their hymns of praise; 

To thee, now high exalted, 

Our melody we raise. Refrain 

 

Thou didst accept their praises; 

Accept the prayers we bring, 

Who in all good delightest, 

Thou good and gracious King. Refrain 
 



 

 

 The Blessing 
 

 The president gives the blessing 

 

  Christ crucified draw you to himself,   

  to find in him a sure ground for faith,   

  a firm support for hope,   

  and the assurance of sins forgiven;   

  and the blessing of God almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 

 

  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

All  In the name of Christ, Amen.  

 

 

 

Services online this week: 
 

Monday to Wednesday 
 

Morning Prayer 

8.30 am  
 

Evening Prayer 

5.30 pm 
 

Night Prayer 

9.45 pm 
 

Online Coffee Morning  

Wednesday 10.30 am  
 



 

 

Maundy Thursday  
8.30 am Morning Prayer 

 

7.30 pm Eucharist and Watch  
 

9.45 pm Compline 

 

Good Friday 
8.30 am Morning Prayer 

 

2 pm Music and Reflections at the Foot of the Cross  

 

Easter Sunday 
 

5.45 am Dawn Service  
 

11 am The Eucharist of Easter Morning 

Preacher:  The Very Revd Tim Barker 

Dean of Guernsey 

 
 

All services will be broadcasted on Zoom 

 

For details of all the Zoom meeting codes  

please go to  

www.townchurch.net/holy-week 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some material included in this service is copyright:  

© The Archbishops' Council 2000  © The Archbishops' Council 2007 

Copyright hymns in this service  

are reproduced  under CCL Licence Number 2328071 
 
 


